2015 Budget Policies
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General Fund Ending Balance should be maintained at a minimum of $200,000.
Utility Fund Ending Balance should be maintained at a minimum of $100,000.

Annual revenues should cover annual operating expenditures in the General, Street, and
Utility Funds.

Transfers between funds may be authorized by the adopted budget, or by specific Council
action.

User fees are adopted annually at the Council level, and are designed to cover the costs of
the service unless the Council decides to subsidize the cost.

Utility rates and connection fees will be set to cover operating expenditures and capital
project needs. Ultility rates and connection fees should be reviewed by the Utility Advisory
Committee every two years for adequacy. and a report of their findings provided to the
Town Council. Connection fees are to be used for capital projects only.

The Debt Service Ratio in the Utility Fund (net revenues divided by debt service) should not
fall below 1.50.

Interfund lending is permissible with Council approval, providing a planned schedule of
repayment of loan principal as well as setting a reasonable rate of interest to be paid to the
lending fund. The loan may continue over a period of more than one year but must be
"temporary" in the sense that no permanent diversion of the lending fund result from failure

to repay by the borrowing fund (Resolution 86-10).

All possible funding sources, governmental or private, will be explored before committing
Town funds (Resolution 94-14). :

Long-range budgets will be developed based on projected growth according to the current
Comprehensive Plan; public demand; and location, use, and condition of present facilities

(Resolution 94-14).

Capital projects and purchases that are listed in the current budget are presumed approved
and can be carried over and expended in the new year as long as there are sufficient funds.
The Clerk-Treasurer will advise the Council of projects that will be carried over by memo at
a Council session. In no case, can the total project amount be increased without Council
approval. If the bottom line fund balance needs to be increased as a result, an amendment

will be made as soon as it’s practical.

Equipment purchases of items under $500 shall be considered small tools and minor
equipment; purchases greater than $500 shall be considered capital equipment.












