
CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON 
  
 ORDINANCE NO. 651 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, WASHINGTON, 
ADDING A CHAPTER 2.26 TO THE BURIEN MUNICIPAL CODE 
RELATING TO ASCERTAINING IMMIGRATION STATUS OR 
RELIGION AS IT RELATES TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
SAFETY OF THE RESIDENTS OF THE CITY OF BURIEN 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Burien wishes to foster trust and cooperation between city personnel 
and law enforcement officials and immigrant communities to heighten crime prevention and public 
safety; and 
 WHEREAS, the City of Burien wishes to promote the public health of its residents; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BURIEN, 
WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:  
 
 Section 1. Chapter Created.  There is hereby created a Chapter 2.26 of the Burien Municipal 
Code entitled “Immigration Inquiries Prohibited” which shall read as follows: 
 

Section 2.26.010 Findings.  The City of Burien is a code city organized under RCW 
35.02 and Article 11 Section 10 of the Washington State Constitution.  Under its 
police powers, the City may exercise any power and perform any function, unless 
preempted by state or federal law, relating to its government and affairs, including the 
power to regulate for the protection and rights of its inhabitants. To this end, the City 
is dedicated to providing all of its residents fair and equal access to services, 
opportunities and protection.  
 
The enforcement of civil immigration laws have historically been a federal 
government responsibility through the Immigration and Naturalization Service. Since 
2002, matters of immigration law have been handled by the Office of Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement, a branch of the Department of Homeland Security. 
Requiring local law enforcement agencies, which are not specifically equipped or 
trained, to enforce civil immigration laws forces local governments to expend their 
limited resources to perform traditionally federal functions.  
 
A goal of this legislation is to foster trust and cooperation between city personnel and 
law enforcement officials and immigrant communities to heighten crime prevention 
and public safety.   
 
Since 1992, the King County sheriff’s office has embraced this goal and outlined 
supporting policies in its operations manual, with which this ordinance is consistent.   
 










