CITY OF STEVENSON, WASHINGTON
RESOLUTION 2014-279
A Resolution stating the City of Stevenson's concerns and opposition to
the transportation of crude oil through the Columbia River Gorge

WHEREAS, the City Council and Mayor have the authority to protect the health,
safety and general welfare of its citizens and have determined that the transport by
rail or barge of crude oil is contrary to the health, safety and general welfare of its
citizens; and
WHEREAS, the City is committed to being a leader in protecting and sustaining
the community, the local economy, the environment, the air quality, the water
quality, and drinking water supplies, as well as reducing carbon emissions in the
Columbia River Gorge; and train derailments can lead to crude oil spills that pose a
significant public health risk; and
WHEREAS, because the rail alignment runs through our downtown area, the
impact of existing and proposed oil trains is potentially catastrophic in terms of loss
of life and devastation of the Stevenson community, environment and economy in
the event of a derailment, particularly due to the continued use of unsafe legacy
DOT-111 tanker cars; and
WHEREAS, oil tank cars are moving through the Gorge now and the volume is
projected to increase dramatically [according to the Association of American
Railways (AAR) the volume of crude oil shipped by rail has increased from 9,500
carloads in 2008 to 400,000 carloads in 2013], all of it destined to existing or
proposed oil terminal facilities in the Northwest; and most of it unusually explosive
[According to the Federal Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration
(PHMSA)], making an even greater hazard due to the extreme fire danger from
high winds and dry forests in the Columbia Gorge; and
WHEREAS, tar sands crude or bitumen from Alberta and Utah is known to be
extremely difficult to handle; if a derailment and spill occurs the oil would sink into
Northwest rivers making clean-up difficult, if not impossible; and
WHEREAS, derailment poses a significant threat for which we lack a specific
emergency response plan including training and equipment to deal with such an
event; and
WHEREAS, the City experiences strong and steady job growth due to our
exceptional quality of life, attracting people who can move their companies
anywhere in the world; this growth and quality of life is endangered by intensified
crude oil transport through the Gorge; and
WHEREAS, the City oversees or contracts for the operation of the Stevenson police
and fire departments, which are responsible for maintaining order and emergency
response within our city limits, and through a series of mutual aid agreements, for
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