
expulsion from the meeting at which the conduct occurs, removal from
committee memberships, and/or removal of intergovernmental duties.

3. The Presiding Officer may give a verbal admonition.
4. Other punishments not mentioned in Section 4.E.-2. require the

affirmative vote of 5 members of the City Council.
5. A censure is a statement by 5 members of the City Council that a

prohibited action has occurred.

6. A censure will be in the same form as any other Council motion or
resolution. The motion must state the prohibited conduct or action.

Section 5. Council Attendance and Voting via Speakerphone or Video

A. Purpose

Occasionally, a Councilmember will not be able to be physically present at
a meeting, but will want to be involved in the discussion and/or decision on
a particular agenda item. The procedure and guidelines for permitting a
Councilmember to attend a meeting via speakerphone or video is
contained in this section.

B. Frequency

Councilmember attendance via speakerphone or video is limited to 3
times in a calendar year, but the City Council, by majority vote, may allow
additional attendance by speakerphone or video.

C. Procedure

1. At least 24 hours before the starting time of a meeting, the
Councilmember must advise the City Clerk of the desire to attend via
speakerphone or video to allow time for preparation of the
speakerphone or video components and of the agenda items to be
attended via speakerphone or video.

2. The Councilmember attending via speakerphone must be able to hear
all speakers in the meeting room, and all persons in the meeting room
must be able to hear the Councilmember. The video and audio
components of videoconferencing should be visible and audible to all
persons in the meeting room.

3. When the particular agenda item is ready to be discussed, the
Presiding Officer should state and ask for the record:
a. “Councilmember

___________

is attending via speakerphone/
video for Agenda Item No. relating to

_____________
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b. “Councilmember

___________,

can you (see and) hear me?”
(There must then be a clearly audible response in the affirmative.)

c. “Can the City Council and City Clerk (see and) hear
Councilmember ?

4. Upon conclusion of the particular agenda item, the Presiding Officer
should state: “Councilmember

___________,

discussion of Agenda
Item No.

_________

has concluded.”
5. Each agenda item being attended via speakerphone or video shall be

introduced and acknowledged in the same manner as set forth above.
6. After all agenda items being attended via speakerphone or video have

been concluded, the Presiding Officer should state for the record:
a. “Councilmember

___________,

thank you for your attendance via
speakerphone/video. The remote connection will now be
terminated.”

b. “Let the record reflect Councilmember

___________‘s

attendance
via speakerphone/video has been terminated.”

Section 6. Executive Sessions

A. Executive Session Topics and Confidentiality

The topics that may be discussed in executive sessions are set forth in
RCW 42.30.110 and RCW 42.30.140. Topics discussed in executive
session must not be discussed outside of the executive session with
anyone outside of the proper lines of authority (Councilmembers, the City
Manager, and City staff assigned to the topic or matter, designated legal
counsel, and others attending the executive session at the invitation of the
City Council). Councilmembers shall keep all executive session
information and discussions confidential to ensure that the City’s interests
are not compromised.

B. Topics for Executive Session Discussions

1. Executive session topics include but are not limited to the following:
a. Acquisition of real estate when public knowledge regarding the

acquisition would cause a likelihood of increased price.
b. Consideration of the minimum price for sale or lease of City

property when public knowledge regarding such consideration
would cause a likelihood of decreased price.

c. Review of negotiations on the performance of publicly bid
contracts when public knowledge regarding such review would
cause a likelihood of increased costs.
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