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FROM Brian Sonntag, CGFM
St¡te Auditor

SUBJECT: Salary fncreàses for Elected Officials and the Consumer Price Index

Many questions have arisen over the years about whether sala¡ies for city cor¡ncil members or
county com¡¡rissioners can be inc¡eased by tying them to an index, such as the Consumer Price

Index (CPI). Entities have stated they believe this sort of salary inc¡ease would not violate the

State Consrifirtion's prohibition against elective ofücials raising their own sala¡ies during the#
cu¡rent term of office or after their election.

However, we have consistently concluded over the years that this sort of salary increase is indeed
a violation of the State Constinrtion. We have stated, utd continue to advise, that rrnless the
increase can be foreseen at the beginajag of the term, salary íncreases connected to an index
violate the constitutional restriction. This conclusion hæ been supported by a Superior Cowt
decision, Telford v. Thuston Cor¡nty Comrnissioners and Thr¡¡ston Courty, and informal
opinjons by the Ofüce of the Attorney Gene¡al. Both these opinions may be acquired by
contacting Sbawn Lewis on Team Tech¡ical Services at (360)586-5074.

ln an attempt to be more consistent in our reviews, all auditors wili exa¡nine the saiary increases

of elected officials in the entities they audit. If audit staff find salary increases have been tied to
an index, they will make appropriaæ recom¡nendations to your organization.
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