Land Use Permit Review Process

This flowchart provides an overview of the statutorily required land use permit review process for cities and counties fully-planning
under the Growth Management Act (GMA) and applicable to projects submitted after January 1, 2025. The default time periods shown
apply automatically if the local government does not adopt an ordinance changing these time periods. See Ch. 36.70B RCW. For more
information and examples of local permit review processes, visit MRSC’s Planning and Development Permit Review page.

Note: The number of calendar days (not workdays) is calculated from the day a determination of completeness is issued, not including
days that meet the exclusions defined in RCW 36.70B.080(g).

Applicant submits project permit application
®
Within 28 days: notify applicant of determination of completeness (RCW 36.70B.070)

* Issue written determination of completeness to the » Request additional information required to make the
applicant stating the application is complete. application complete.

* Does the permit type require or NOT require a Notice of : :
Application per RCW 36.70B.070(4)(c)? . ®

Applicant submits additional information
®
Notice of application Within 14 days: review and notify applicant

required
+ Is the application complete?

Within 14 days of determination of completeness: issue notice of application

* Issue a notice of application to the public and other agencies with jurisdiction that includes the
required elements in RCW 36.70B.110(2).

* Public Comment Period must occur 14-30 days following the date of the Notice of Application.

* |s a public hearing required or NOT required?

* Review application to » Public hearing should occur no sooner than 15 days after
determine if the project meets the notice of application is issued per RCW 36.70B.110(3).
adopted local development

) * Review application to determine if the project meets
regulations.

adopted local development regulations.

Within 65 days: issue notice of Within 100 days: issue notice of Within 170 days: issue notice of
decision (RCW 36.70B.080(d)) decision (RCW 36.70B.080(d)) decision (RCW 36.70B.080(d))

Issue approval status to the applicant: Issue approval status to the applicant: Issue approval status to the applicant:
* Approve * Approve * Approve
» Approve with conditions » Approve with conditions » Approve with conditions

» Disapprove » Disapprove » Disapprove

Appeals process (RCW 36.70B.110(9))

» Appeals may be filed within 14 days of notice of decision.

» The local government is not required to provide for administrative appeals.

Disclaimer: This flowchart is for information purposes only and does not constitute legal advice. Any factual situation should be
discussed with your agency’s legal counsel.
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