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Town of Eatonville
Levy Lid Lift for Fire and Emergency Medical Services 

    The Town Council adopted Ordinance 2008-10 concerning funding for fi re and emergency 
services. If approved, this proposition would fund fi re and emergency medical services, including 
the transition from an all-volunteer to a part-time volunteer and part full-time fi re department. 
This proposition authorizes a 2009 regular property tax rate increase of $1.02/$1,000, for a total 
estimated levy rate of $2.71/$1,000 assessed value. The 2009 levy amount shall be used to 
calculate subsequent levy limits. Should Proposition No. 1 be approved or rejected?

    The fi re department in Eatonville has been a volunteer department for nearly 100 years. 
Proposition 1 would authorize the Town of Eatonville to levy regular property taxes starting 
in 2009 to enhance Fire and Emergency Medical Services. The Town would use this money 
exclusively for the purpose of employing paid fi refi ghter paramedics and fi refi ghter emergency 
medical technicians, emergency equipment and to lower response times.
    The “levy lid” limits annual property taxes to 101% of the Town’s previous highest levy 
amount, plus certain adjustments (e.g., new construction), unless voters approve a proposition 
for a greater increase. If approved by voters, this ballot measure would authorize the Town to 
increase regular real property taxes by $1.02 per $1,000 of assessed valuation over the 2008 
levy rate.
    The levy would commence in 2009. The levy would raise approximately $225,000 annually 
to be used exclusively to fund the Town’s fi re and emergency medical services. This will be 
a permanent funding source to ensure continued fi re and emergency medical services to the 
citizens of Eatonville. 

THE ABOVE STATEMENTS WERE WRITTEN BY THE COMMITTEES, WHO ARE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENTS THEREIN.

    On April 1, 2008, the Town lost its paramedic support 
from the surrounding fi re departments. The main reason 
was our lack of fi nancial support for the fi re department. 
Critical advanced life support (ALS) must now come from 
Puyallup when it is available.
    This levy money will allow the Town to hire full time 
fi refi ghters and paramedics. For the fi rst time in almost 100 
years of existence we will have fi refi ghters and paramedics 
on duty 24 hours per day, seven days a week. 
    The Fire Department will expand its ambulance transport 
program and citizens of Eatonville will pay nothing out of 
pocket for transport to the hospital by Eatonville Fire next 
year. 
    This support will make the Eatonville Fire Department 
ALS-capable and will likely reinstate mutual aid with our 
neighboring Fire Departments. This mutual aid will mean 
four other ALS Fire Departments will come to our aid 
whenever needed.
Committee Members: Bud Lucas: (360) 832-6256, Bobbi 
Allison and Bruce Rath
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For Statement:

Ballot Title:

Explanatory Statement:

Against Statement:

No statement was submitted 
against this issue. 


