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TOWN OF EATONVILLE, WASHINGTON
Pat McCarthy

ORDINANCE 2008-10

AN ORDINANCE of the Town Council of the Town of
Eatonville, Washington, relating to regular property taxes;
providing for the submission to the qualified electors of the Town
at a special election to be held in conjunction with the state
primary election on August 19, 2008, of a proposition authorizing
the Town to levy regular property taxes in excess of the limitations
of ch. 84.55 RCW; setting forth the text of the ballot proposition;
directing proper Town officials to take necessary actions; and
providing for other properly related matters.

BE IT RESOLVED BY the Town Council of Town of Eatonville, Washington, as
follows:

Section 1. Recitals. The Town Council (the “Council”) of Town of Eatonville,
Washington (the “Town”), hereby makes the following findings and determinations:

(a) RCW 84.55.050(1) provides for the levy of regular property taxes in an amount
exceeding the limitations specified in chapter 84.55 RCW if such increased levy is authorized by
a proposition approved by a majority of the voters at general election held within the taxing
district (a “levy lid 1ift”).

(b) The Council has determined that it is essential and necessary for the public health,
safety and welfare that the Town raise additional funds to support fire and emergency services
throughout the town.

(c) The Council has determined that the current revenues available to the Town are
insufficient to provide for this purpose, and has therefore determined that it is in the interests of
the Town and its resident to submit this levy lid lift proposition to the voters for their approval or
rejection.

--Section 2. Purpose and Calling of Election. The Town Council finds that it is in the best
interests of the Town to submit to the qualified voters of the Town, at a special election to be
held in conjunction with the state primary election on August 19, 2008, a proposition authorizing
the Town to increase its regular property tax levy for collection in 2009 by an amount greater
than otherwise permitted under chapter 84.55 RCW for the exclusive purpose of funding fire and
emergency services. If this proposition is approved, the Town Council will be authorized to
adopt, in accordance with its regular budget process, an increased regular property tax as
described in Section 2.

Section 3. Description of Ballot Measure. To fulfill the exclusive purpose identified in
Section 2 of this ordinance, the Town Council seeks voter approval under RCW 84.55.050(1) for
a levy lid lift. The proposed increase is estimated to result in an incremental increase in the
regular property tax rate of $1.02 per $1,000 of assessed value, for a total estimated levy rate of
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$2.71 per $1,000 of assessed value for collection in 2009. The dollar amount of the levy in 2009
shall be used for the purpose of computing the limitations for subsequent levies provided for
under chapter 84.55 RCW.

Section 4. Ballot Proposition. The Auditor of Pierce County, Washington (the
“Auditor™), as ex officio supervisor of elections, is hereby requested to call and conduct a special
election in the Town, in the manner provided by law, to be held on the date identified in Section
2, for the purpose of submitting to the voters of the Town, a proposition in substantially the
following form:

Town of Eatonville, Washington
Proposition 1
Levy Lid Lift for Fire and Emergency Medical Services

The Town Council has adopted Ordinance 2008-10 concerning
funding for fire and emergency services. If approved, this
proposition shall fund fire and emergency medical services,
including the transition from an all-volunteer to a part time
volunteer and part full time fire department. This proposition
authorizes a 2009 regular property tax rate increase of
$1.02/$1,000, for a total estimated levy rate of $2.71/$1,000
assessed value. The 2009 levy amount shall be used to calculate
subsequent levy limits. Should this proposition be:

Approved? O
Rejected? O

Section 5. Notices Relating to Ballot Proposition. For purposes of receiving notice of
the exact language of the ballot proposition required by RCW 29A.36.080, the Town Council
hereby  designates: (a) Gary Armstrong, Town Administrator (360-832-3361,
garmstrong@eatonville-wa.gov); and (b) legal counsel, Foster Pepper PLLC (Alice Ostdiek,
206-447-4663, ostda@foster.com) as the individuals to whom such notice should be provided.

Section 6. Authorization to Deliver Ordinance and Perform Other Necessary Duties.
The Clerk (or his/her designee) is authorized and directed, no later than May 27, 2008, to certify
a copy of this Ordinance to the Auditor and to perform such other duties as are necessary or
required by law to the end that the proposition described herein should appear on the ballot at the
special election identified in Section 2 of this Ordinance.
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Section 7. Severability. If any provision of this ordinance shall be declared by any court
of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, then such provision shall be null and void and shall be
separable from the remaining provisions and shall in no way affect the validity of the other
provisions, or of the levy or collection of the taxes authorized herein.

Section 8. Effective Date. This ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after
its passage and five days following its publication, as required by law.

PASSED by the Town Council and APPROVED by the Mayor of the Town of
Eatonville, Washington, at a regular open public meeting thereof this 12 day of May, 2008.

Tom Smallwood, Mayor

ATTEST:

o,

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

Ao lhr

Edward G Hudson, Town Attorney

50906861.1 3




Town of Eatonville
Levy Lid Lift for Fire and Emergency Medical Services

BaIIot Title:

The Town Council adopted Ordinance 2008-10 concerning funding for fire and emergency
services. If approved, this proposition would fund fire and emergency medical services, including
the transition from an all-volunteer to a part-time volunteer and part full-time fire department.
This proposition authorizes a 2009 regular property tax rate increase of $1.02/$1,000, for a total
estimated levy rate of $2.71/$1,000 assessed value. The 2009 levy amount shall be used to
calculate subsequent levy limits. Should Proposition No. 1 be approved or rejected?

Explanatory Statement:

The fire department in Eatonville has been a volunteer department for nearly 100 years.
Proposition 1 would authorize the Town of Eatonville to levy regular property taxes starting
in 2009 to enhance Fire and Emergency Medical Services. The Town would use this money
exclusively for the purpose of employing paid firefighter paramedics and firefighter emergency
medical technicians, emergency equipment and to lower response times.

The “levy lid” limits annual property taxes to 101% of the Town’s previous highest levy
amount, plus certain adjustments (e.g., new construction), unless voters approve a proposition
for a greater increase. If approved by voters, this ballot measure would authorize the Town to
increase regular real property taxes by $1.02 per $1,000 of assessed valuation over the 2008
levy rate.

The levy would commence in 2009. The levy would raise approximately $225,000 annually
to be used exclusively to fund the Town'’s fire and emergency medical services. This will be

a permanent funding source to ensure continued fire and emergency medical services to the
citizens of Eatonuville.

For Statement: Against Statement:

On April 1, 2008, the Town lost its paramedic support
from the surrounding fire departments. The main reason
was our lack of financial support for the fire department.
Critical advanced life support (ALS) must now come from
Puyallup when it is available.

This levy money will allow the Town to hire full time
firefighters and paramedics. For the first time in almost 100
years of existence we will have firefighters and paramedics No statement was submitted
on duty 24 hours per day, seven days a week. against this issue.

The Fire Department will expand its ambulance transport
program and citizens of Eatonville will pay nothing out of
pocket for transport to the hospital by Eatonville Fire next
year.

This support will make the Eatonville Fire Department
ALS-capable and will likely reinstate mutual aid with our
neighboring Fire Departments. This mutual aid will mean
four other ALS Fire Departments will come to our aid
whenever needed.

Committee Members: Bud Lucas: (360) 832-6256, Bobbi
Allison and Bruce Rath

THE ABOVE STATEMENTS WERE WRITTEN BY THE COMMITTEES, WHO ARE SOLELY RESPONSIBLE FOR THE CONTENTS THEREIN.

August 19, 2008
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