Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation
Outdoor Tobacco-Free Parks Policy Statement
Adopted for approval by the Parks and Recreation Advisory Commission February 18, 2005
Vision
A park and recreation system that promotes healthy individuals, builds a strong community, contributes
to a sustainable economy, and stewards a sound environment.
Mission
To maintain the quality of life by providing parks and recreation activities andfacilities for the maximum
benefit of the community.

Policy Background
Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation is committed to promoting healthy individuals and
maintaining quality of life for the maximum benefit of the community; therefore, it is within our
role to proactively address these facts:
1. Secondhand smoke contains hundreds of harmful chemicals and carcinogens. It is a
serious health risk to humans, especially infants, children and pregnant women. It is a
risk factor for new cases of asthma in children. There is ample evidence that these risks
exist even when exposure occurs in open areas.
2. Tobacco products, once consumed in public spaces, are often discarded on the ground,
thus posing a risk of ingestion to toddlers and pets, and causing a litter problem.
3. As parents, leaders, coaches, officials and adults we are thought of as role models, and
. the use of tobacco products around youth has a negative effect on their lifestyle choices.
Policy
On properties in the City of Vancouver and Clark County that are run by VancouverClark Parks and Recreation, the following park amenities, situations and/or events will be
designated as "Tobacco Free", and will be identified by appropriate signage:
1. The immediate area of playgrounds and play areas.
2. The immediate area around public restrooms.
3. The immediate area around any public event at a park or ball field, such as
concerts, and during adult and youth league games and practices.
4. On public beaches.
Expectations, Outreach and Monitoring Compliance
• The Outdoor Tobacco Free Park Policy will be promoted and observed as a voluntary
compliance policy. It is hoped that tobacco users will exercise self discipline.
• Appropriate places within city- and county-owned parks and ball fields will be posted
with signage designating the areas that are Tobacco Free.
• An outreach/education strategy will be developed, with the assistance of the Clark
County Health Department and possibly other partners. We will specifically request
coverage from The Columbian.
• Vancouver-Clark Parks and Recreation staff will set up educational meetings with sports
organizations and/or leaders or coaches, to discuss the policy and to distribute flyers with
the "Tobacco Free" regulations. The local American Cancer Society has offered to
provide this training.

