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AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWN OF STEILACOOM, WASHINGTON, ESTABLISHING
A NEW CHAPTER 18.48 OF THE TOWN ZONING CODE DEFINING AND
REGULATING MARIJUANA RELATED USES

Whereas, the Council finds that marijuana is controlled substance under Federal law,
specifically 21 USC §841 (a)(1), the Controlled Substances Act, and the possession, use
and manufacture of marijuana is a crime under Federal law. The Council further finds
that the provisions of Chapters 69.50 and 69.51A RCW have removed the State
criminal penalties for the possession, use and manufacture of marijuana in small
amounts and in certain situations; and

Whereas, the Council finds that the illegal trade in marijuana is highly lucrative and in
the control of criminals and criminal organizations; and

Whereas, the Council finds that the public interest requires law enforcement oversight
to ensure that the illegal trade in marijuana does not usurp the limited market in medical
marijuana and recreational marijuana allowed by Chapters 69.50 and 69.51A RCW, and

Whereas, the Council finds that in order to effectively regulate marijuana collective
gardens, marijuana processors, marijuana producers and marijuana retailers, law
enforcement needs unrestricted access without notice or cause; and

Whereas, the Council finds that law enforcement must respect residential private
property rights, and cannot enter residences without notice or cause. Therefore, the
Council finds that marijuana collective gardens, marijuana processors, marijuana
producers and marijuana retailers are not compatible with residential zones, or with
residences established in any other zone; and

Whereas, the Council finds that the Parks and Open Space zone and the Public/Quasi­
Public zone are incompatible with the intent of marijuana collective gardens, marijuana
processing, marijuana production and/or marijuana retailing due to the public nature of
the properties within the zones and the uses allowed within those zones; and

Whereas, the Council finds that the Commercial Shoreline zone is intended for marine
related commerce, recreation and public use, and is therefore not compatible with the
intent of marijuana collective gardens, marijuana processing, marijuana production
and/or marijuana retailing. Additionally, all Commercial Shoreline zones are within 1000
feet of established Town or County parks; and

Whereas, the Council finds that all Commercial General zones within the Town are
within 1000 feet of established Town or County parks, schools, recreation centers or the
public library, and are therefore not compatible with the intent of marijuana collective
gardens, marijuana processing, marijuana production and/or marijuana retailing, and
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