PROCLAMATION
WHEREAS, Juneteenth is the oldest nationally celebrated commemoration of the ending of
slavery in the United States; and
WHEREAS, after the Emancipation Proclamation was issued on January 1, 1863, it took almost
two-and-half years for enslaved African Americans in Texas to be informed of their
liberation on June 19, 1865; and
WHEREAS, not all enslaved people on American soil were liberated until the enactment of the
Thirteenth Amendment; and
WHEREAS, that day became known as Juneteenth and is now commemorated as the day when
the last American slaves were freed; and
WHEREAS, we pay honor to those who suffered and acknowledge the evils of slavery and its
aftermath; and
WHEREAS, we are currently still fighting systemic racism and pursing equity within our
society; and
WHEREAS, we acknowledge African American freedom, contributions, and achievements
within our community, past, and present; and
WHEREAS, during this Juneteenth, we recognize the history of African Americans in the U.S.
and celebrate the inclusion of all races, ethnicities, and nationalities; and
WHEREAS, we commit to working together toward equity for all in expanding economic,
educational, and career opportunities for all those in our community;
NOW, THEREFORE, THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
REDMOND, do hereby proclaim June 19, 2020, to be
JUNETEENTH
in the City of Redmond. We encourage everyone to learn more about the history
and current state of Black and African America by reading, watching, listening, and
engaging with others. The City of Redmond is working to convene community
conversations on race, equity, and social justice in the near future.

Angela Birney, Mayor

June 16, 2020
Date

READ
King County Library System (KCLS) Racism in America reading list
King County Library System (KCLS) Black Lives Matter ebook list
King County Library System (KCLS) eBooks for Talking to Kids about Race and Racism
WATCH
13th
I Am Not Your Negro
Whose Streets?
LA 92
Teach Us All
Black America Since MLK: And Still I Rise
LISTEN
Third Place Books audiobooks on race and activism
Floodlines from The Atlantic
1619 from The New York Times
Intersectionality Matters! from The African American Policy Forum
Throughline from NPR
Code Switch from NPR
ENGAGE
Northwest African American Museum’s Black Like Us book club
Third Place Books Virtual Book Club: Black Lit Book Club
Research to learn/unlearn about racism.
Be aware of your privilege – all of them.
Have the conversations.
Support people of color-owned businesses and organizations.
Hold yourself accountable.
Protest (safely) when possible.
Vote! This is the best way to make a difference.

