
CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND, WASHINGTON 
ORDINANCE NO. 15-1048 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND, WASHINGTON, 
RELATING TO THE MEDICAL USE OF MARIJUANA, ADOPTING A 
COMPLETE PROHIBITION ON THE SITING, ESTABLISHMENT, 
GROWING, CULTIVATION, OPERATION OR LICENSING OF ANY 
PROPERTY, STRUCTURES, USES OR BUSINESSES RELATING TO 
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(WHETHER INDIVIDUAL OR GROUP CULTIVATION), STORAGE, 
SALE, DELIVERY, EXCHANGE OR BARTERING; ADOPTING FINDINGS 
TO SUPPORT THE PROHIBITION, DESCRIBING THE MANNER IN 
WHICH VIOLATIONS WILL BE ENFORCED, AND ADDING A NEW 
CHAPTER 20.04 TO THE BLACK DIAMOND MUNICIPAL CODE. 

WHEREAS, since 1970, federal law has prohibited the manufacture and 
possession of marijuana as a Schedule I drug, based on the federal government's 
categorization of marijuana as having a "high potential for abuse, lack of any accepted 
medical use, and absence of any accepted safety for use in medically supervised 
treatment." Gonzales v. Raich, 545 U.S. 1, 14 (2005), Controlled Substance Act (CSA), 
84 Stat. 1242, 21 U.S.C. 801 et seq; and 

WHEREAS, the voters of the State of Washington approved Initiative 692 
(codified as RCW 69.51A in November 1998); and 

WHEREAS, the intent of Initiative 692 was that qualifying "patients with terminal 
or debilitating illnesses who, in the judgment of their physicians, would benefit from the 
medical use of marijuana, shall not be found guilty of a crime under state law," (RCW 
69.51 A.005), but that nothing in the law "shall be construed to supersede Washington 
state law prohibiting the acquisition, possession, manufacture, sale or use of marijuana 
for non-medical purposes" (RCW 69.51A.020); and 

WHEREAS, the Washington State Legislature passed ESSSB 5073 in 2011, 
which directed employees of the Washington State Departments of Health and 
Agriculture to authorize and license commercial businesses that produce, process or 
dispense cannabis; and 

WHEREAS, this bill required that the Department of Health develop a secure 
registration system for licensed producers, processors and dispensers, but these 
provisions, together with many others relating to dispensaries and definitions, were 
vetoed by the Governor; and 
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