ORDINANCE NO. 2018-029
AN ORDINANCE repealing City of Yakima Municipal Code Chapter 6.18 relating to Pit Bull
Dogs
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF YAKIMA:

Section 1. Chapter 6.18 of the City of Yakima Municipal Code relating to Pit Bull Dogs
is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days after its passage,
approval, and publication as provided by law and by the City Charter.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, signed and approved this 215 day of August, 2018.

"

Kihy Cofﬁzy, W@F V \

ATTEST:

Publication Date: August 24, 2018

Effective Date: September 23, 2018



BUSINESS OF THE CITY COUNCIL
YAKIMA, WASHINGTON

AGENDA STATEMENT
[tem No. 12.
For Meeting of: August 21, 2018
ITEM TITLE: Ordinance repealing Municipal Code Chapter 6.18 relating to Pit
Bull Dogs
SUBMITTED BY: Ryan Bleek, Assistant City Attorney

SUMMARY EXPLANATION:

On June 19, 2018, the City Council sent the City’s Pit Bull ordinance to the Public Safety
Committee for a recommendation to 1) retain the ordinance in its present form, 2) revise the
ordinance as deemed necessary or 3) repeal the ordinance. Following the Public Safety
Committee discussion of the Pit Bull ordinance during an Executive Session on June 28, 2018,
the Committee decided in open session to recommend a revised ordinance be considered by
the full City Council during the July 17 City Council meeting. At the July 17, 2018 City Council
meeting, following Council discussion and recognition the City has a revised and more robust
Dangerous Dog Ordinance, the Council voted unanimously to direct staff to provide an ordinance
repealing the Pit Bull ordinance in its entirety for their consideration during the August 6, 2018
City Council meeting.

At the August 6, 2018, City Council meeting, this item was postponed to the August 21, 2018,
Council Business meeting. The attached ordinance represents the repeal of the City of Yakima
Pit Bull ordinance, in its entirety.

ITEM BUDGETED: NA
STRATEGIC PRIORITY: Public Safety

APPROVED FOR

SUBMITTAL: City Manager

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:
Staff seeks Council direction.



ORDINANCE NO. 2018-
AN ORDINANCE repealing City of Yakima Municipal Code Chapter 6.18 relating to Pit Bull
Dogs
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF YAKIMA:

Section 1. Chapter 6.18 of the City of Yakima Municipal Code relating to Pit Bull Dogs
is hereby repealed in its entirety:
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Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days after its passage,
approval, and publication as provided by law and by the City Charter.



PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, signed and approved this 6" day of August, 2018.

ATTEST: Kathy Coffey, Mayor

Sonya Claar Tee, City Clerk

Publication Date:

Effective Date:
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ORDINANCE NO. 2018-
AN ORDINANCE repealing City of Yakima Municipal Code Chapter 6.18 relating to Pit Bull
Dogs
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF YAKIMA:

Section 1. Chapter 6.18 of the City of Yakima Municipal Code relating to Pit Bull Dogs
is hereby repealed in its entirety.

Section 2. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days after its passage,
approval, and publication as provided by law and by the City Charter.

PASSED BY THE CITY COUNCIL, signed and approved this 6! day of August, 2018.

ATTEST: Kathy Coffey, Mayor

Sonya Claar Tee, City Clerk

Publication Date:

Effective Date:
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Pit Bull Ban Ordinance 8/21/2018

- Kay Funk

| have some remarks, which | am going to give to the City Clerk because | would like to have them
entered into the record in their entirety. ' e

My preference on the Pit Bull Ordinance would have been an advisory vote of the people. This is an issue
about individual and cultural values, and | think that advisory votes areuseful for values-driven decisions.

" | have some concern about the process by which this issue was managed. It was referred, by vote of the ‘
* council, to the Public Safety Committee for a recommendation. The Public Safety Committee discussed
and made a recommendation, which was-then completely overlooked and subverted by bringing the
repeal motion. Since we have had a lot of discussions about process through our committee structure, |
want to express my opinion that this issue was poorly processed.

Certainly, there are many people who have strong feelings about pit bulls. Generally, | feel that the
“scientific* arguments offered by the Humane Society are not persuasive as science. | believe that '
repealing the pitbull ban will likely cause more dog bites, and public safety is my main concern..

The American Veterinary Medical Association says,

“It is no exaggeration to say that dog bites pose a significant health risk to our communities and
society.... Any dog can bite, regardless of its breed....Breed-specific bans are a simplistic answer
to a far more complex social problem...*!

. N B
We have to recognize that codes and regulations cannot solve “far more complex social problem(s]”, so
we have to work with what we can. Our.amendment to the Dangerous Dog Ordinance will somewhat
improve our ability to regulate, but will not eliminate the public safety problem.

| am going to make a motion to postpone consideration of repeal of the Pit Bull Ordinance until November,
to give us time to reconsider the Dangerous Dog Ordinance, within the window in which the Humane
~Society Shelter will still be available. In particular, | would like to reconsider a requirement for my
microchipping all dogs resident in the.city;

The Humane Society is forcing'our hand on repeal of the Pit Bull Ordinance, because the city cannot
“afford to create and staff a new animal shelter or animal control staff. | am willing to accept that when the
" Humane Society Shelter is gonie, we will no longer be able to have a pit bull ban.

' Why Breed-specific Legislation Is not the Answer. American Veterinary Medical Association. 2018.
https://www.avma.orq/public/Paqes/Wh y-Breed-Specific-Legislation-is-not-the-Answer.aspx




